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HUNGER AHEAD
My own personal experiences are limited
to the non-occupied zone. Here the most
alarming feature at first was an incredible
disorganisation. The influx of refugees and
of the retreating French army completely
upset the life of this otherwise peaceful region
and threw the administration entirely out of
gear; it also quickly drained its rich re-
sources. All available stocks were soon
cleared, the army consuming most of them,
while the officers continued to live carefree.
They could not be replenished owing to the
complete breakdown of transport. Thus,
while in one town the shops were entirely
empty and indeed a whole district looked as
if it had been visited by locusts, the neigh-
bouring Departement, which, by chance, had
been less desperately overcrowded, might
still be fairly well supplied; but there
was no remedy for this orgy of dislocated
distribution.
The first commodity to disappear entirely
was petrol; requisitioning and strict ration-
ing came too late to bring back the quantities
which had been wasted, during the first
weeks, by officers and their orderlies on
pleasure drives with women or on entirely